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LONG-TERM  GOALS 

The  U.S.  WOCE  Office  (USWO)  at  Texas  A&M  University  was  established  to  carry  out  the  necessary 
coordination  both  within  the  U.S.  and  between  the  U.S.  and  international  partners  to  permit  successful 
implementation  of  this  multi-national  project,  which  aims  to  improve  our  knowledge  of  the  ocean’s 
role  in  long-term  (decadal  and  longer)  climate  change. 

OBJECTIVES 

Principal  specific  responsibilities  of  the  U.S.  WOCE  Office  have  been  agreed  between  federal  agencies 
and  the  Principal  Investigator  as  follows: 


1.  Provide  support  for  U.S.  WOCE  activities  through: 

a.  Preparing  position  papers  and  other  documentation  with  respect  to  the  efforts  of  the 
individual  WOCE  components  and  the  panels  and  working  groups  of  the  Science  Steering 
Committee  (SSC). 

b.  Coordinating  travel  and  meeting  arrangements  for  scientists  attending  meetings  of  the  panels 
and  working  groups  mentioned  above. 

c.  Compiling  and  maintaining  records  detailing  the  progress  of  the  individual  funded  research 
projects  that  make  up  U.S.  WOCE. 

d.  Coordinating  between  the  individual  research  projects  in  the  acquisition  and  use  of  shared 
facilities,  and  the  distribution  of  information  about  and  data  obtained  by  WOCE  field  activities. 

e.  Coordinating  and  exchanging  information  with  international  WOCE  partners. 

f.  Coordinating  and  exchanging  information  with  other  global  change  research  programs. 

g.  Maintaining  a  public  information  program. 

2.  Provide  support  for  the  International  Project  Office  for  WOCE  (IPO)  through: 

a.  Coordinating  travel  arrangements  and  providing  financial  support  for  U.S.  participants  in 
international  WOCE  panel  and  working  group  meetings. 
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Public  reporting  burden  for  the  collection  of  information  is  estimated  to  average  1  hour  per  response,  including  the  time  for  reviewing  instructions,  searching  existing  data  sources,  gathering  and 
maintaining  the  data  needed,  and  completing  and  reviewing  the  collection  of  information  Send  comments  regarding  this  burden  estimate  or  any  other  aspect  of  this  collection  of  information, 
including  suggestions  for  reducing  this  burden,  to  Washington  Headquarters  Services,  Directorate  for  Information  Operations  and  Reports,  1215  Jefferson  Davis  Highway,  Suite  1204,  Arlington 
VA  22202-4302  Respondents  should  be  aware  that  notwithstanding  any  other  provision  of  law,  no  person  shall  be  subject  to  a  penalty  for  failing  to  comply  with  a  collection  of  information  if  it 
does  not  display  a  currently  valid  OMB  control  number 
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b.  Providing  technical  and  managerial  assistance  through  the  financial  support  of  consulting 
personnel  and  printing  costs. 

APPROACH 

As  the  WOCE  program  has  matured,  the  U.S.  WOCE  Office  has  concentrated  on  the  following 
Topics  both  within  the  U.S.  and  internationally:  data  management,  synthesis  activities  within  the 
program,  which  includes  improved  coordination  among  the  U.S.  ocean  modeling  community,  program 
transfer  to  CLIVAR  and  GOOS,  provision  of  information  on  the  progress  of  WOCE,  and  travel 
support  for  U.S.  participants  at  WOCE  panel  meetings.  The  final  WOCE  Conference  will  take  place  in 
San  Antonio  in  November  2002,  after  which  the  office  will  close. 

WORK  COMPLETED 

ONR  support  to  the  USWO  was  provided  specifically  to  support  travel  of  U.S.  participants  at  WOCE- 
related  meetings  within  the  U.S.  Recent  meetings  either  underwritten  or  supported  by  the  U.S.  WOCE 
Office  include: 

International  WOCE  SSG  Meeting,  La  Jolla,  CA,  6-7  December,  2001. 

International  WOCE  Data  Products  Committee  Meeting,  Hobart,  Australia,  19-22  March,  2002. 
International  WOCE  Tracer  meeting,  Seattle,  27-29  March,  2002. 

The  only  additional  meeting  planned  for  support  during  the  remainder  of  this  calendar  year  is  the  final 
WOCE  Conference  mentioned  above.  This  will  be  in  San  Antonio  during  the  period  18-22  November, 
2002. 

RESULTS 

Not  applicable 

IMPACT/APPLICATIONS 
Not  applicable 
TRANSITIONS 
Not  applicable 
RELATED  PROJECTS 

The  two  main  programs  that  will  carry  on  after  WOCE  are  the  Climate  Variability  and  Predictability 
Programme  (CLIVAR)  and  the  Global  Ocean  Observing  System  (GOOS).  The  data  system  established 
for  WOCE  is  being  used  as  a  basis  for  CLIVAR  data  management  and  could  form  part  of  the  GOOS 
data  system. 
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